Board

adopts
ban on
smokes

Virginian Saloon patrons
will have to say goodbye
to cigarettes come June.

By Traci Angel

Public health concerns trumped
property rights arguments Tuesday
as the Teton District Board of Health
unanimously approved a countywide
smoking ban.

Seven appointed board members
listened to about 45 minutes of public
comment before approving the mea-
sure called the Teton District Smoke-
free Air Rule of 2009.

Julia Heemstra, program manager
for Teton County Tobacco Prevention,
and her supporters have worked for
more than two years to pass a smok-
ing ban.

“This is landmark,” she said af-
ter the meeting. “It sets the highest
precedent. The fact that the board of
health decided to move forward them-
selves is incredibly courageous.”

The rule is designed to “protect the
public health and welfare by prohibit-
ing smoking in public places and plac-
es of employment.” It applies to all
public areas, including bars, restau-
rants, buildings used by the general
public, and common areas of hotels,
motels and sports arenas.

Among exemptions are private
residences, except when childcare is
involved, and hotel and motel rooms
rented to guests. Private clubs also
are excluded, except when the public
is invited for an event.
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